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Conversations
that led to Crucifixion

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

T GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE VESPERS T
FRIDAY, APRIL 10 2020

Notes on Today’s Service:

Thank you for taking a few moments to reflect upon the sufferings and death of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Although we are unable to gather together as one, we gather around the words
and truths of Holy Scripture. The following service is a service of readings intended to
demonstrate the growing darkness that surrounded Jesus’ final hours. Additionally, by our
Old Testament lessons, we see how Jesus fulfilled each and every one of these prophecies
spoken of Him by saints who lived centuries before.
Around noon, Jesus was nailed to the cross and lifted on high, suffering for the sins of
humanity. Later in the evening, His lifeless body was placed into a borrowed tomb. Our services today reflect upon this sacrifice; this day the sun refused to shine; this day when the onlybegotten Son of God slipped from life unto death.
The pastor vests in black for this service, reflecting the solemn nature of the day and
representing the darkness upon the whole earth from the sixth to the ninth hour (noon to
3pm).
The service of Vespers (Latin for “evening”) is a service giving thanks to God for the
day, now ending. Especially on this, Good Friday, do we give thanks to God who sent Jesus to
die for our sins. Vespers consists of opening versicles from Psalm 51, “O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise!”
Psalm 22 is read in entirety by the congregation. The opening verse of this psalm was
spoken by our Lord as He hung upon the cross. The service continues with the passion
account as recorded in the four Holy Gospels.
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O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.
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T PSALMODY T
Psalm 22

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my
God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. Yet
you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.
To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not
put to shame.
But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he
delights in him!”
Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my
mother’s breasts. On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother’s
womb you have been my God. Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and
there is none to help. Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like
wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and
my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.
For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have
pierced my hands and feet—I can count all my bones— they stare and gloat
over me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast
lots.
But you, O LORD, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my
aid!
Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog!
Save me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen! I will tell of your
name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:

Women:

Men:

All:
Sit.

You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify
him, and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! For he has not
despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden
his face from him, but has heard, when he cried to him. From you comes
my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before those
who fear him.
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the
LORD! May your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship before
you.
For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who go down to
the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive. Posterity shall serve
him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn,
that he has done it.

O Sacred Head Now Wounded

Hymn 172, st. 1-3

T THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST T

The readings today reflect upon the gathering darkness that led to Jesus’ death for mankind.

THE DARKNESS OF TEMPTATION
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Psalm 42
As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for
God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been
my food day and night, while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?” These
things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I would go with the throng and lead them in
procession to the house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude keeping
festival. Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope
in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. My soul is cast down within
me; therefore I remember you from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.
Deep calls to deep at the roar of your waterfalls; all your breakers and your waves have
gone over me. By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is with
me, a prayer to the God of my life. I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten me
Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?” As with a deadly wound
in my bones, my adversaries taunt me, while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your
God?” Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in
God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.
PASSION READING
Matthew 26:30-46
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to

them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go
before you to Galilee.” Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I
will never fall away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will
not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit
here, while I go over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” And going a little farther he fell on his
face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping.
And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you
may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, for
the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it,
your will be done.” And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words
again. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on.
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let
us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Hymn172, st. 4
THE DARKNESS OF BETRAYAL

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Proverbs 3:1-7
My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for length
of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. So
you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. Trust in the LORD with
all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD,
and turn away from evil.
PASSION READING
John 18:2-11
Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests
and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing
all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They
answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed
him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell
to the ground. So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.”
This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost

not one.” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant
and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) So Jesus said to Peter, “Put
your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Hymn 172, st. 5
THE DARKNESS OF DENIAL

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to
sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear
to hear as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. I gave my back to those who strike, and
my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting.
But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my
face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come
near to me. Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty?
PASSION READING
John 18:15-27
Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to
the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter stood
outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and
spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. The servant girl
at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said,
“I am not.” Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold,
and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and
warming himself.
The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in
the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask
me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he
had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is
that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear
witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” Annas then
sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are
not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the servants of
the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you
in the garden with him?” Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
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THE DARKNESS OF ACCUSATION
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 53:3-7
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as
one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.
PASSION READING
Matthew 26:57-68
Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and
the elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard
of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief
priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put
him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two
came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’ ” And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to
make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the
high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son
of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then
the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses
do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They answered,
“He deserves death.” Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him,
saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Hymn 172, st. 7
THE DARKNESS OF CONVICTION

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Deuteronomy 21:22-23
“And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you
hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him
the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that the
LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.
PASSION READING
Luke 23:1-25
Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. And they began to
accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give
tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” And Pilate asked him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” Then Pilate said to

the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” But they were urgent, saying,
“He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.”
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned
that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in
Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to
see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by
him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. The chief priests and
the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers treated him
with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back
to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before
this they had been at enmity with each other.
Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to
them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against
him. Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has
been done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.”
But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— a man
who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify,
crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found in
him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So
Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. He released the man who had been
thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Hymn 172, st. 8
THE DARKNESS OF CRUCIFIXION
Stand.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Zechariah 12:7-10
“And the LORD will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house
of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not surpass that of Judah. On
that day the LORD will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among
them on that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the angel of the LORD, going before them. And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations
that come against Jerusalem.
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of
grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced,
they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as
one weeps over a firstborn.

PASSION READING

Luke 23:26-43
And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from
the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. And there followed him a
great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him.
But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children. For behold, the days are coming when they will say,
‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if
they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when
they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals,
one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by,
watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he
is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the
due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.”
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Hymn 172, st. 9
THE DARKNESS OF DEATH

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 3:1-24
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had
made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.
And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived
me, and I ate.”
The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above
all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall
eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall
bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over
you.” And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground
because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall
bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.” The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living. And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins
and clothed them. Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us
in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life
and eat, and live forever—” therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of
Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east
of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way
to guard the way to the tree of life.
PASSION READING
Matthew 27:45-56
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge,
filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said,
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a
loud voice and yielded up his spirit.
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the
earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of

the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those
who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place,
they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus
from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother
of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Hymn 172, st. 10
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Throned Upon The Awe-Full Tree
Hymn 174
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Stand.

“A Conversation Ended”

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

THE DARKNESS OF BURIAL
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 2:1-3
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh
day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his
work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it
God rested from all his work that he had done in creation
PASSION READING
Luke 23:50-56
Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a
member of the council, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to their decision
and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked

for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him
in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid. It was the day of Preparation,
and the Sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.
O Perfect Life of Love
Hymn 170

All may exit in silence or stay for silent prayer.

